CLAIMS 



1. A method for providing current location services in a network comprising the 
steps of: 

receiving a location identifier and a user identifier from a user in connection with a 
5 request for communication within the network; 

retrieving a user profile associated with said user identifier, said user profile 
comprising at least one stored location identifier; and 

comparing said location identifier to said at least one stored location identifier to 
determine matching location identifiers. 

10 

2. The method according to Claim 1 , further comprising the steps of: 

receiving location information from said user if said location identifier fails to match 
said at least one stored location identifier. 

15 3. The method according to Claim 2, wherein said receiving step further comprises 
the steps of: 

directing said user to a network operator to provide said location information; and 
upon receipt, storing said location information with said location identifier and said 
user identifier in said user profile, said location information being stored as current location 
20 information. 

4. The method according to Claim 2, wherein said receiving step further comprises 
the steps of: 

receiving location information verbally from said user; and 
25 storing said location information with said location identifier and said user identifier 

in said user profile using speech recognition techniques, said location information being 
stored as current location information. 
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5. The method according to Claim 2, wherein said receiving step further comprises 
the steps of: 

receiving electronically input location information from said user; and 
5 storing said location information with said location identifier and said user identifier 

in said user profile, said location information being stored as current location information. 

6. The method according to Claim 1 , further comprising the steps of: 

presenting a network readiness signal to said user if said location identifier 
10 matches said at least one stored location identifier. 

7. The method according to Claim 6, further comprising the steps of: 

receiving a destination user identifier associated with a destination user for said 
communication in said network; and 
15 using said destination user identifier to establish said communication with said 

destination. 

8. The method according to Claim 1 , further comprising the steps of: 
determining location information of said user if said location identifier fails to match 

20 said at least one stored location identifier; and 

storing said location information with said location identifier and said user identifier 
in said user profile, said location information being stored as current location information. . 

9. The method according to Claim 8, wherein said determining step further 
25 comprises the steps of: 

connecting to a gateway device having knowledge of said user; and 
extracting said location information of said user from said gateway device. 
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10. The method according to Claim 8, wherein said determining step* further 
comprises the steps of: 

using a network Global Positioning System (GPS) to retrieve said location 
information of said user. 

5 

1 1 . The method according to Claim 1 , further comprising the step of: 

updating stored location information as current location information if said location 
identifier matches said at least one stored location identifier, said stored location 
information being associated with a matched location identifier of said at least one stored 
10 location identifiers. 

12. The method according to Claim 1, wherein said location identifier comprises an 
Internet Protocol (IP) address. 

15 13. The method according to Claim 1, wherein said user identifier comprises a 
Session Initiation Protocol (SIP) contact address of record associated with said user. 

14. The method according to Claim 1 , wherein said network comprises a Voice over 
Internet Protocol (VoIP) enabled network. 

20 

15. The method according to Claim 1, wherein said at least one stored location 
identifier comprises prior location identifiers associated with said user. 

1 6. The method according to Claim 1 , further comprising the step of: 

25 presenting a network readiness signal to said user if said location identifier is 

identical to a last stored location identifier of said at least one stored location identifier. 

j 

17. A system for providing current location services in a network, comprising: 
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means for receiving a location identifier and a user identifier from a user h 
connection with a request for communication within the network; 

means for retrieving a user profile associated with said user identifier, said user 
profile comprising at least one stored location identifier; and 

means for comparing said location identifier to said at least one stored location 
identifier to determine matching location identifiers. 

1 8. The system according to Claim 17, further comprising: 

means for receiving location information from said user if said location identifier fails 
to match said at least one stored location identifier. 

1 9. The system according to Claim 1 8, further comprising: 

means for directing said user to a network operator to provide said location 
information; and 

means for storing said location information upon receipt, thereof, with said location 
identifier and said user identifier in said user profile, said location information being stored 
as current location information. 

20. The system according to Claim 1 8, further comprising: 

means for receiving location information verbally from said user; and 

means for storing said location information with said location identifier and said user 

identifier in said user profile using speech recognition techniques, said location information 

being stored as current location information. 

21 . The system according to Claim 1 8, further comprising: 

means for receiving electronically input location information from said user; and 
means for storing said location information with said location identifier and said user 

identifier in said user profile, said location information being stored as current location 

information. 
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22. The system according to Claim 1 7, further comprising: 

means for presenting a network readiness signal to said user if said location 
identifier matches said at least one stored location identifier. 

23. Ttie system according to Claim 22, further comprising: 

means for receiving a destination user identifier associated with a destination user 
for said communication in said network; and 

means using said destination user identifier to establish said communication with 
said destination user. 

24. The system according to Claim 1 7, further comprising: 

means for determining location information of said user if said location identifier fails 
to match said at least one stored location identifier; and 

means for storing said location information with said location identifier and said user 
identifier in said user profile, said location information being stored as current location 
information. 

25. The system according to Claim 24, further comprising: 

means for connecting to a gateway device having knowledge of said user; and 
means for extracting said location information of said user from said gateway 
device. 

26. The system according to Claim 24, further comprising: 

means for using a network Global Positioning System (GPS) to retrieve said 
location information of said user. 

27. The system according to Claim 1 7, further comprising: 
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means for updating stored location information as current location information if 
said location identifier matches said at least one stored location identifier, said stored 
location information being associated with a matched location identifier of said at least one 
stored location identifiers. 

5 

28. The system according to Claim 1 7, further comprising: 

means for presenting a network readiness signal to said user if said location 
identifier is identical to a last stored location identifier of said at least one stored location 
identifier. 

10 

29. The system according to Claim 17, wherein said location identifier comprises an 
Internet Protocol (IP) address. 

30. The system according to Claim 17, wherein said user identifier comprises a 
15 Session Initiation Protocol (SIP) contact address of record associated with said user. 

31 . The system according to Claim 17, wherein said network comprises a Voice over 
Internet Protocol (VoIP) enabled network. 

20 32. A computer readable medium having executable instructions, which, when 
executed in a processing system, cause said processing system to perform a method 
for providing current location services in a network, said method comprising the steps of: 
receiving a location identifier and a user identifier from a user in connection with a 
request for communication within the network; 
25 retrieving a user profile associated with said user identifier, said user profile 

comprising at least one stored location identifier; and 

comparing said location identifier to said at least one stored location identifier to 
determine matching location identifiers. 
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33. The computer readable medium according to Claim 32, said method further 
comprising the step of: 

receiving location information from said user if said location identifier fails to match 
said at least one stored location identifier. 

5 

34. The computer readable medium according to Claim 33, said receiving step 
further comprising the steps of: 

directing said user to a network operator to provide said location information; and 
upon receipt, storing said location information with said location identifier and said 
10 user identifier in said user profile, said location information being stored as current location 
information. 

35. The computer readable medium according to Claim 33, said receiving step 
further comprising the steps of: 

15 receiving location information verbally from said user; and 

storing said location information with said location identifier and said user identifier 
in said user profile using speech recognition techniques, said location information being 
stored as current location information. 

36. The computer readable medium according to Claim 33, said receiving step 
further comprising the steps of: 

receiving electronically input location information from said user; and 
storing said location information with said location identifier and said user identifier 
in said user profile, said location information being stored as current location information. 

37. The computer readable medium according to Claim 32, said method further 
comprising the step of: 

presenting a network readiness signal to said user if said location identifier 
matches said at least one stored location identifier. 
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25 



38. The computer readable medium according to Claim 37, said method further 
comprising the steps of: 

receiving a destination user identifier associated with a destination user for said 
5 communication in said network; and 

using said destination user identifier to establish said communication with said 
destination user. 

39. The computer readable medium according to Claim 32, said method further 
10 comprising the steps of: 

determining location information of said user if said location identifier fails to match 
said at least one stored location identifier; and 

storing said location information with said location identifier and said user identifier 
in said user profile, said location information being stored as current location information. 

15 

40. The computer readable medium according to Claim 39, said determining step 
further comprising the steps of: 

connecting to a gateway device having knowledge of said user; and 
extracting said location information of said user from said gateway device. 

20 

41. The computer readable medium according to Claim 39, said determining step 
further comprising the step of: 

using a network Global Positioning System (GPS) to retrieve said location 
information of said user. 

25 

42. The computer readable medium according to Claim 32, said method further 
comprising the step of: 

updating stored location information as current location information if said location 
identifier matches said at least one stored location identifier, said stored location 
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information being associated with a matched location identifier of said at least one stored 
location identifiers. 

43. The computer readable medium according to Claim 32, said method further 
5 comprising the step of: 

presenting a network readiness signal to said user if said location identifier is 
identical to a last stored location identifier of said at least one stored location identifier. 

44. A system for providing current location services in a network, comprising: 

10 a location registrar entity for receiving a location identifier and a user identifier from 

a user in connection with a request for communication within the network and for retrieving 
a user profile associated with said user identifier from a database of user profiles 
coupled to said location registrar entity, said user profile comprising at least one stored 
location identifier; and 

15 a location management entity coupled to said location registrar entity and said 

database, said location management entity comparing said location identifier to said at 
least one stored location identifier to determine matching location identifiers. 

45. The system according to Claim 44, said location management entity further 
20 receiving location information from said user if said location identifier fails to match said at 

least one stored location identifier. 

46. The system according to Claim 45, said location management entity further 
directing said user to a network operator to provide said location information, and, upon 

25 receipt, said location registrar entity further stores said location information with said 
location identifier and said user identifier in said user profile, said location information 
being stored as current location information. 
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47. The system according to Claim 45, wherein said location management entity 
further receives location information verbally from said user and said location registrar 
entity further stores said location information with said location identifier and said user 
identifier in said user profile using speech recognition techniques, said location information 

5 being stored as current location information. 

48. The system according to Claim 45, wherein said location management entity 
further receives electronically input location information from said user and said location 
registrar entity further stores said location information with said location identifier and said 

10 user identifier in said user profile, said location information being stored as current location 
information. 

49. The system according to Claim 44, wherein said location registrar entity further 
presents a network readiness signal to said user if said location identifier matches said at 

15 least one stored location identifier. 

50. The system according to Claim 49, further comprising: 

a network routing entity for receiving a destination user identifier associated with a 
destination user for said communication in said network and for using said destination user 
20 identifier to establish said communication with said destination user. 

51. The system according to Claim 44, wherein said location management entity 
further determines location information of said user if said location identifier fails to match 
said at least one stored location identifier and said location registrar entity further stores 

25 said location information with said location identifier and said user identifier in said user 
profile, said location information being stored as current location information. 
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52. The system according to Claim 51, wherein said location management entity 
further connects to a gateway device having knowledge of said user and extracts said 
location information of said user from said gateway device. 

5 53. The system according to Claim 51, wherein said location management entity 
further uses a network Global Positioning System (GPS) to retrieve said location 
information of said user. 

54. The system according to Claim 44, wherein said location registrar entity further 
10 updates stored location information as current location information if said location identifier 

matches said at least one stored location identifier, said stored location information being 
associated with a matched location identifier of said at least one stored location identifiers. 

55. The system according to Claim 44, wherein said location identifier comprises an 
15 Internet Protocol (IP) address. 

56. The system according to Claim 44, wherein said user identifier comprises a 
Session Initiation Protocol (SIP) contact address of record associated with said user. 

20 57. The system according to Claim 44, wherein said network comprises a Voice over 
Internet Protocol (VoIP) enabled network. 

58. The system according to Claim 44, wherein said at least one stored location 
identifier comprises prior location identifiers associated with said user. 

25 

59. The system according to Claim 44, wherein said location registrar entity further 
presents a network readiness signal to said user if said location identifier is identical to a 
last stored location identifier of said at least one stored location identifier. 
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